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The Integrated Land use and Development Plan (ILDP) of
Gambella People National Regional State (GPNRS)

The GPNRS is among the landscapes with a prominent
biological and cultural diversity in the Horn of Africa Re-
gion. It is characterized by a diversity of resources includ-
ing its cultural and ethnic composition. The pristine envi-
ronment, the navigable rivers, and other ecosystem goods
and services, harbours variety of wildlife resources includ-
ing the white-eared kob (Kobus kob leucotis) known for
it's unique transboundary migration rout recorded as the
second largest wildlife migration in Africa.

Some sites qualify for UNESCO World Heritage site, the
Gambella National Park, the Ramsar Site - Duma Wetland
harbouring important populations of Nile-lechwe (Kobus
megacero) & the Shoe-billed stork (Balaeniceps rex ) and
Biosphere reserve in the Majang Montane Forest (which
has similar biophysical characteristics with Sheka Bio-
sphere Reserve) making the region a prime destination for
eco-tourism development. However, over the last few
decades, possibilities for social and economic transfor-
mation have been confined to the manipulation of rural
lands for unrequlated investment.

Agricultural lands have been expanding into its pristine
ecologies by deforesting valuable forests. The challenge in
the economic loss that has resulted from misuse of the
best agricultural lands, commercial forest expansion areas,
as well as lands for tourism development, is significant.
This has influenced the historical and current settlement
and land use patterns in the region. Misuse of land for
what it is not best suited has been playing havoc on many

plan as a quide, It targets at:

1.Supporting economic transformation of the beneficiaries
by allocating land according to its use potential and avoid-
ing landuse conflicts in Gambella,

2.Enabling speeded-up and improved social transformation
of the beneficiaries,

3.Guarantying sustainable environment for GPNRS.

The planning process involved about 40 all Ethiopian
professionals, demonstrating our local capacity and com-
petency to shoulder national responsibility.

Planning outputs

The planning produced ILDP for each of the three Zones
(Anywa, Nuer, Majang), Itang special woreda, the Gambella
city and other 6 cities of strategic importance. More im-
portantly, the 20 year LDP identified more than 72 differ-
ent ILDP-based livelihood development projects creating
a welcoming matt for indigenous and foreign investments
in the region that would benefit the people of GPNRS and
the Nation and beyond..

Realized opportunities for investment.

The GPNRS has been closely working with different de-
velopment partners to efficiently and effectively realize the
ILDP in the ground towards bringing significant socioeco-
nomic transformation in the region. This has been demon-
strated through the strong commitments, transparency,
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Rain fed and Irrigation /Commercial Agriculture land use types
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Major Land Use Planned sub-land use categories Area in Km2 Areain ha Share in %
planned
Commercial Agriculture/Irrigation 3071.78 307178.21 10.16
Agricultural land Rain-fed Agriculture 4963.88 496387.94 16.41
Total Agricultural land 8035.66 803566.15 26.57

Starting in 2014 Ethiopian budget year, about 290 investors have been registered and engaged in the
commercial agriculture. The investment is expected to create more than 27,000 permanent and temporary

jobs .
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Mining land use
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The region hosts a variety of useful minerals, rocks precious metals mainly gold, iron, industrial minerals,
building construction raw materials, dimension stones mainly marble and granite, various gemstones, and
energy resources such as coal, oil etc..

The Western part of the Gambella region is considered as one of the major prospective Ethiopian sedi-
mentary basins, which has a presumable continuation of the South Sudan productive oil field.
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Wildlife Habitat land use type
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Major Land Use planned | Planned sub-land use cateqories Area in Km2 Areain ha Share in %
Community Wildlife Conserved Area 122.89 12289.45 0.41
National Park 5926.06 592606.19 19.59
Wildlife Habitat Regional Wildlife Park 2925.02 292501.57 9.67
Wildlife Reserve 932.26 93226.38 3.08
Sub-total Wildlife Habitat area 9906.23 990623.59 41.87

The largest land area is allocated for wildlife habitat. Many of the big game wildlife are pushed to the edge-
corner of Ethiopia (Gambella). It may be true to say that the wildlife of Ethiopia is now, for the most part, in
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Ground & Surface water potential land use types
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The Region is endowed with plenty surface and ground water sources which accounts 1284 Milion M3 and 2.56 mil-
lion M3 respectively. It is estimated that nearly 800, 000 Ha of land can be irrigated. For instance, the Baro River
can irrigate 250,000 Ha and Alwero river 34,000 Ha while Gillo River 196,000 Ha of land in total 480,000 Ha can be
irrigated.
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Bee keeping potential
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The GPNRS has a huge potential for bee keeping activities. The availability of water resources, variety of flow-
ering species throughout the year favored higher production of high quality honey and related products ac-
counting about 225 tons per annum signaling a welcoming message to potential investors to e involved in this
untapped and lucrative business.
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Aquaculture production and marketing potential
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Potential fish species for promising investment.

Lates niloticus
Polypterus bichir

Barbus sp. Gymnarchus niloticus Tilapia sp. Clarias sp.

The Region has high fishery resources including about 100 types of species among which about 15 species
are commercially important. Among the main rivers, the 4 rivers (Barro, Akobo, Gillo , Miro, Alwero are
endowed with abundant fishes . The lakes and ponds are also good sources of fishes in the region making
the annual fishes harvesting exceed 250,000 tones.
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vFEanqe and livestock d_gvelopmeqt potential areas
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Gambella Region has an aggregate of 614,437 livestock population, of which 409,407 were cattle, 96,114
sheep, and 107,780 goats, while there were 212,076 poultry and 54,558 bee colonies (ILDP,2019).

The GPNRS is known for its huge livestock resources. However, due to poor management practices, the re-
gion has not yet obtained adequate benefits from the sector. This calls to invite potential investors to engage
in this potential investment. The availability of plenty feeds and water resources among others, are contrib-
uting factors for the high productivity of the dairy products in the local management context. For example,
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Agroindustry potential

Agroindustry potential

Seed oil processing factory
Cereal crops product processing factory

Resin, Gums and Latex product pro-
cessing factory

Sugar factory
Animal feed processing factory

Vegetables and fruit product processing
factory

Dairy product processing factory
Fishery product processing factory
Coffee processing factory

Fruit product processing factory
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Services and support for investors

Services Payment (ETB)
New investment license 600.00
Renewal of investment license 200.00
Investment Expansion Certificate 300.00
Renewal of investment expansion Certificate 100.00
Registration Certificate Free
Replaced Investment license Free
Investment land receiving document Free
Support letter for social services Free
Provision of relevant information/help desk Free
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